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ICA Report on the Galilee School “Point of View” Project

July, 2022

Project Goals

Sharing and spreading a message of shared society through students’ film
and photography projects.

Examining reality and societal issues through an artistic lens, and via the
personal and unique perspectives of Jewish and Arab students studying in a
bilingual school.

Exposing students to the digital and filmmaking world, and instilling in them
technical and pedagogical knowledge and skills, while teaching them how to
tell an engaging and complex story through a camera lens.

Deepen the collaboration and partnership between Jewish and Arab students
studying at the Galilee school.

The projectachieved its initial goals, and succeeded in deepening the collaboration
between students, and instilling technical knowledge and skills pertaining to
photography and videography. Students learned, researched, explored, and
produced artistic creations based on their personal ideas of shared society. Students
also heightened their sense of social awareness and responsibility.

Project Partners

The Galilee School educational staff, including the pedagogical coordinator
Ruti Gofer and school principal, Manar Hiyadre.
Professional photographers:
o Ido Lavie, fashion and marketing photographer, blogger, lecturer, and
a graduate of Givat Haviva’s Arabic program
o Ori Levy, videographer, director, producer, creator of the film “There
Once Was a Boy” and the children’s television program “That Child is
Me,” and recipient of the Doco-Aviv prize.
External pedagogical advisors
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III.

Parent and Student Feedback

The parents were thrilled with this project, some even moved to tears during the
screening of the films. They shared that their children showed deep interest in the
topic as well as new knowledge, and that they brought their authentic selves to the
project. What is more, they saw the students undergo a developmental process that
was evident even in the home over the past months.

Below are letters written by three of the parents:

Hello everyone,

[ would like to congratulate the Galilee School team and especially the 5th grade
teachers - this educational team is always there for our kids. They are caring,
communicate openly with the students and parents, and really make every effort to
provide the children with real opportunities for developmentand gro wth. This is a
team of educators who are doing their work as a personal mission. Yesterday's
celebration was wonderful for me because I felt a sense of educational continuity
between home and school in the fullest sense of the word. Lots of sharing and
brainstorming, and the special feeling that there are people who really see my
daughter, who care and who are there for her.Iloved every moment of the
graduation so much. And |, as a mother with a happy heart, watched and listened to
the students' film. In the photo exhibition I saw how each student presented his/her
point of view and [ had tears of appreciation for this school, and that such a place
exists. All this attests to the immense efforts invested for this school to succeed and
so that the students feel free, valued, curious, and safe to continue growing. To
Londo and Amichai and all the wonderful staff, thank you from the bottom of my
heart for the warm welcome, for the outstanding organization, and a unique thank
you to each of the participants and facilitators, Uri and Ido, who lit up the evening

forus &
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Dear Jasmine class teachers,

We wanted to thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Your investment in our
children is so tangible. We can all see that they have been through a significant
process in which they have been given many tools with which to think and express
themselves through non-verbal means - which is always important, especially in a
bilingual school. I already know quite a few of Omar's classmates and it's nice to see
how they all give room to children who find learning more challenging. All the
students explained their creations in clear technical terms, spoke with confidence
and demonstrated support for each other and cooperation. It seems to me that the
class really came together through this process. The display of learning event was
interesting, not too long, and gave the children an opportunity to showcase their
learning and for us parents to getto know what our children had been working on.
It was also an opportunity for us to meet up after the Corona years that have really
kept us apart. Another thing, which is less related to the event itself - I saw how
much work was required from my child to complete these projects and I'm glad that
it was a serious process, with many stages, and a lot of thought involved. Thank you
very much to all the staff.

Another moving event showing how our kids can lead the way to peace!

My youngest daughter, Shefa, studies at the Galilee Hand-in-Hand Arab-Jewish bi-
lingual (Arabic-Hebrew) school (one of the six Arab-Jewish schools in Israel run by
the NGO Hand-in-Hand).

[ love so many things aboutthe school. One is their Project Based Learning program.
Last night the kids in her class presented their project for this semester, on "Points
of View". Half the class created a short documentary film and the other halfa
photography exhibition. The film, which was about the school, was both moving and
funny. The kids interviewed (in both Hebrew and Arabic) one another and faculty
about their experiences at the school. It was such a delight to witness what fun the
children had working together to create the film and promote their message that
living together in peace is possible (as they explained so eloquently in the Q&A after
the screening).Atthe film's end, one kid asked a few friends about their dreams. One
kid's dream was to become a soccer player, another an astronaut. When one said
their dream is for the whole country to get along like they do at their school, my
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IV.

tears started to flow! For the photography exhibit, children were asked to choose
one or two of the photographs they took during the course of the semester on
various topics related to point of view. One option was to photograph a person who
represents for the photographer co-existence. My daughter, Shefa, below, chose me
and her oldest sister Michal Ner-David. Below you will see the photographs she
chose. One is of me sitting -- in my pyjamas :-(-- reading my novel, Hope Valley,
which is about the friendship between two Israeli woman, one Arab and one Jewish.
Other photographs she took of me but did not choose for the exhibit were of me at
various shared society events to which Shefa accompanied me during the course of
the semester. The other photograph she chose is of Michal Ner-David with Ahmad
her spouse, who is an Arab Israeli. Shefa is eleven years old and her older sister and
Ahmad have been together for ten years. Shefa does notremember her life or our
family without him in it. The children stood by their photographs answering
questions from parents walking through the exhibit. Below is a photo of Shefa in
action. I was a proud parentlast night. Proud of Shefa and proud of the school
helping me and Jacob Ner-David raise her with an open mind and heart.

Project Implementation

As part of the “Living in a Movie” project, Arab and Jewish 5th grade students at the
Galilee school explored topics and issues relating to shared society through film and
photography.

The projectincluded four groups of students in total —two groups focused on
photography, and two groups focused on videography. Students worked in small
groups, with the guidance of the school’s pedagogic staff, and professional
photographers. The project spanned ten sessions, during which students learned the
technical aspects of photography and videography, along with how to tell a story
through a camera lens, and convey an image or story thatrepresents what a shared
society means to them. Students also learned how to research, brainstorm topics,
characters, settings, and themes, and conduct interviews with participants.


https://www.facebook.com/michal.nerdavid?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZURyIOcEepuuYzoWTV7iUBabW--vHvyTS07dvUycfbQ99T3SAOStghQMV5phfbRda-4eIBkanrhnR3KXiYMom6xoUdbdA6InCTRasKvT2yuFozjwoAI2hwgiyeoYkaR0OSla7Xyc0vFMcc6o9YHjNPO&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/michal.nerdavid?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZURyIOcEepuuYzoWTV7iUBabW--vHvyTS07dvUycfbQ99T3SAOStghQMV5phfbRda-4eIBkanrhnR3KXiYMom6xoUdbdA6InCTRasKvT2yuFozjwoAI2hwgiyeoYkaR0OSla7Xyc0vFMcc6o9YHjNPO&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jacobnerdavid?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZURyIOcEepuuYzoWTV7iUBabW--vHvyTS07dvUycfbQ99T3SAOStghQMV5phfbRda-4eIBkanrhnR3KXiYMom6xoUdbdA6InCTRasKvT2yuFozjwoAI2hwgiyeoYkaR0OSla7Xyc0vFMcc6o9YHjNPO&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Achievements

Jewish-Arab collaboration: This project deepened the collaboration and
connection between Jewish and Arab students, by bringing them together in
a joint creative pursuit. The process of planning, going outinto the field
together, and spending days filming and working together, created a fun and
engaging environment for students, which allowed them to deepen their
bonds, while learning together.

Heightened social awareness: The project, which asked that students
convey what shared society means to them through the means of
photography or film, has elevated students’ engagement with societal issues.
This engagementis not limited to the school’s walls, as our goal is that these
projects will be featured in public spaces, which creates a wider influence on
society. Students therefore learn that their perspectives and creations do not
exist in a vacuum, but may indeed affect some change in their reality. This
strengthens their sense of pride in their work and accountability.
Knowledge and skills: Students learned the ins and outs of photography
and videography, and how to use these technical skills as a visual means of
conveying a narrative and message. The school’s pedagogical staff also
learned how to plan and implement this type of project, which allows for
additional projects to be led in-house in the future.

Improvements for the Future

Collaborations with other schools: In the future, it would be beneficial to
partner with other local schools, as a means of exposing children who have
little interaction with “the other” to shared Jewish-Arab living, while
imparting technical and pedagogical knowledge and skills. We believe it is
notenough only to represent the specific point of view of children studying
in an Arab-Jewish school, but to spread this message to other parts of society.
Lead projects in-house: Now that the Galilee school pedagogic staff has the
knowledge, ability, and experience in leading such a project, we will plan and
implement these projects in-house in the future, barring the guidance of
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professional photographers. This includes the building of a syllabus, leading
sessions and workshops, and imparting the relevant knowledge and skills.

VL. Budget
Expense Item ICA Handin Price without
Hand/School VAT
Phototherapy - Ido Lavi 26,710 ILS 11,750 ILS 38,460 ILS
Doco-Galil - Ori Levi 33,120 ILS 18,160 ILS 51,280 ILS
Technology 21,367 ILS 0 21,367 ILS
Final show event 0 8579 ILS 8579 ILS
Guidance, supervision and 34,191 ILS 34,191 ILS
documentation
Transportation and entries 0 2,715 ILS 2,715 ILS
Total without VAT 81,197ILS | 75,3951ILS 156,592 ILS
Total with VAT 95,0001LS | 88,2121ILS 183,2121LS

VII. Quotesand Photos

"I never dreamed, believed or desired to be a teacher

And here it suddenly happened all by itself :)

Three years ago, | hit a high pointin my career with the film “Once Upon A Boy” being
shown on the cinema screen, ata top, high-quality festival - a production that was
inspiring and still fills me with excitement, and gets viewers’ hearts racing.

Since then, [ haven'treally been able to find my next story, but here, over the past few
months, [ got to work with 5th graders in a bilingual school and photograph bits of their
lives, with them. Through a camera lens they began to observe others, listen and
explore, and more than anything - fall in love with life.

These wonderful children—Christians, Muslims and Jews—have stirred hope within me
and faith in shared living. This is another significant moment in my life and I'm excited
for this wonderful evening of shared living through art.

Thank you to all the children who placed their trustin me and shared with me the
pieces of their lives."
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